
 

Washington Youth Garden 
Garden Grower Internship 

Spring Season April-June 
Stipend: $100/week 

 

Brief Description of Organization: 

Washington Youth Garden (WYG) is a program of the Friends of the National Arboretum 

(FONA), a non-profit organization located on the grounds of the U.S. National Arboretum, 3501 

New York Avenue NE, Washington, D.C.  FONA is a 501(c)3 dedicated to enhancing, through 

private and public sector resources, support for educational, outreach and research programs 

that advance the mission of the U.S. National Arboretum.   

Founded in 1971, Washington Youth Garden provides unique year-round environmental science 

and nutrition education programming for youth and families. The mission of WYG is to use the 

garden cycle as a tool to enrich science learning, inspire environmental stewardship and 

cultivate healthy food choices in youth and families.  

Washington Youth Garden manages a one-acre organic demonstration garden on the grounds 

of the U.S. National Arboretum (USNA), in addition to five active school gardens. Through these 

outdoor classrooms, WYG offers year-round gardening and nutrition education through three 

programs: SPROUT, Green Ambassadors Program and Garden Science (School Partnership 

Program). For more information about our programs, please see 

http:www.washingtonyouthgarden.org. 

Internship Overview: 

The Garden Grower Intern helps to maintain our one-acre organic Demonstration Garden at the 

U.S. National Arboretum and assist with our six active school garden sites during the season. 

Applicants should have strong interests in growing food, creativity, and community-based work. 

Roles and Responsibilities: 

Washington Youth Garden interns will have the opportunity to support our youth programs 

through stewardship of our Demonstration Garden in the Arboretum. Interns will: 

 Build garden knowledge around the growing cycle and organic fruit and vegetable 

production 

 Gain experience in garden design for a multi-functional community space 

Garden maintenance responsibilities include: 

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/


 Seeding, transplanting, and harvesting crops for use in education programs and food 

donations 

 Watering, fertilizing, amending and cultivating the soil of our one-acre organic garden 

 Assisting garden educators in hands-on activities during our field trip program 

Qualifications 

 Must be willing to perform physically challenging garden work in all weather conditions. 

 Should have strong interests in growing food, creativity, and community-based work. 

 Some farm experience and/or gardening knowledge is preferred, but not required.  

 Must be able to commit to two days a week (Tuesday-Saturday) for a minimum 8 weeks 

April 4th – June 2nd.   

Schedule: Start and end-dates are flexible but must be able to commit to two days a week 

(Tuesday-Saturday) from for minimum 8 weeks between April and June 2nd.  

Compensation: A stipend of $100/ week for a total of $800 for the 8 week internship is 

provided. WYG staff can work with you to get university credit and take home produce when 

available. 

How To Apply:  Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter describing 

interest and experience in gardening, working with youth, and growing food to our Garden 

Manager, Jake Dacks, at jdacks@washingtonyouthgarden.org with "Youth Garden 

Intern, Grower" in the subject of the email.  

 

 

 

 

http://jdacks@washingtonyouthgarden.org/

