
Washington Youth Garden 
Special Garden Projects Intern 

April - mid-July 2019 
 
 

Position Overview  

Washington Youth Garden seeks a creative self-starter to be our Special Garden Projects Intern 
during the 2019 growing season, under the direct supervision of the Garden Manager and 
Garden Coordinator of the Washington Youth Garden. This is a paid 24 hours per week 
seasonal internship. 

The Special Garden Projects Intern is expected to have a foundational knowledge of 
horticulture, gardening, and/or natural play areas. The work will largely be focused on making 
garden infrastructure improvements to the grounds. While the Demonstration Garden already 
contains many of the desired components, there is a need for significant revitalization. Projects 
will include improving the natural play area, finishing our willow tree tunnel, fruit tree care, and 
creating other kid focused garden features. 

Responsibilities 

Work includes, but is not limited to the following: 

● Assisting in the research, planning, and design of garden features and installations 
● Garden maintenance (i.e. planting, weeding, establishing beds and paths, pruning, 

watering, fertilizing and cultivating the soil, and removing plants and debris) 
● Construction projects; includes the use of power tools  
● Developing and implementing organic weed and pest management strategies 
● Leading volunteers and program participants in garden projects 
● Other duties as assigned 

 
The Special Garden Projects Intern reports to the Garden Manager, but will collaborate with all 
program staff including the Garden Coordinator, Education Manager, Program Coordinator, as 
well as Arboretum staff, and external partner staff (as needed).  

Qualifications  

● Applicants should have a passion for gardening and working with kids 
● Applicants should be working towards or have completed an undergraduate degree in 

horticulture, agriculture, or a related field, and/or have comparable experience in farming 
and gardening 



● Must be able to commit to the entire season (April - July 2019, with some flexibility with 
start and end dates) 

● Must be comfortable working in the garden with kids 
● Able to stay focused while working independently 
● Be a creative problem solver who knows how to take initiative and get things done 
● Be adaptable and able to work well with staff, interns, volunteers, and visitors 
● Great communication and organizational skills 
● Must be able to work outdoors in various weather conditions and lift 40 lbs 
● Construction skills, including knowledge and use of power tools is a plus 
● First Aid/CPR certification is a plus  

Schedule & Compensation  

This is a part-time seasonal internship at 24 hours per week, Wednesday - Saturday, 9am – 
3:30pm, from April 10 - July 13, 2019. While we need someone who can commit to 24 hours per 
week, we can be somewhat flexible with days and times, as well as with start and end dates 
depending on the candidate. These hours reflect a 30 minute unpaid lunch break. 

Our Special Garden Projects Internship is a paid opportunity, earning $14/hour. Garden produce 
is available to bring home when available.  

Pay is subject to FICA and income taxes. As a seasonal intern, this position it is not eligible for 
health insurance benefits or retirement benefits, however, the intern will receive accrued paid 
time off and select paid holiday leave. 

*Candidates seeking an unpaid internship for credit or through a paid university program, please 
send an email to jobs@fona.org with “Unpaid Internship” as the subject line. Let us know your 
interests and timeframe and someone from our team will get back to you!  

 
Brief Description of Organization 

Founded in 1971, Washington Youth Garden provides unique environmental science and 
nutrition education programming for youth and families. WYG nurtures curious minds and 
healthy bodies by connecting youth to food, the land, and each other. 

Washington Youth Garden manages a one-acre organic demonstration garden on the grounds 
of the U.S. National Arboretum (USNA), in addition to five active school gardens. Through these 
outdoor classrooms, WYG offers year-round gardening and nutrition education through four 
programs: SPROUT, Green Ambassadors Program, Garden Science (School Partnership 
Program), and Family Garden Days. For more information about our programs, please see 
www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/wygprograms. 

Washington Youth Garden (WYG) is a program of the Friends of the National Arboretum 
(FONA), a non-profit organization located on the grounds of the U.S. National Arboretum, 3501 
New York Avenue NE, Washington, D.C.  FONA is a 501(c)3 dedicated to enhancing, through 

mailto:jobs@fona.org
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private and public sector resources, support for educational, outreach and research programs 
that advance the mission of the U.S. National Arboretum. 

How to Apply 

Please send a cover letter, resume, and 2-3 references to Jake Dacks at jobs@fona.org by 
Monday Feb 4, 2019. Include “Special Garden Projects Intern” in the subject line. Applications 
will be reviewed on a rolling basis with a start date near April 10th, 2019. 

Applications may also be mailed but must be received by Feb 4. 2019: 

Jake Dacks  
RE - Washington Youth Garden 
3501 New York Ave. NE 
Washington, DC 20002  
 
This position will be subject to a background check. 

*Candidates seeking an unpaid internship for credit or through a paid university program, please 
send an email to jobs@fona.org with “Unpaid Internship” as the subject line. Let us know your 
interests and timeframe and someone from our team will get back to you!  

Friends of the National Arboretum is an equal opportunity employer. We believe participation 
across a broad-spectrum of human experiences and backgrounds is necessary. We value 
different skills, identities, education levels, and generations on our team, and are committed to 
creating a just and inclusive environment for all. 
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