
Washington Youth Garden 
Garden Education Interns 

Spring Season 2018 
 (Tuesday-Friday, April 3rd – June 8th) 

 

Brief Description of Organization 

Founded in 1971, Washington Youth Garden (WYG) provides unique year-round environmental 

science and nutrition education programming for youth and families. WYG nurtures curious 

minds and healthy bodies by connecting youth to food, the land, and each other. 

Washington Youth Garden manages a one-acre organic demonstration garden on the grounds 

of the U.S. National Arboretum (USNA), in addition to five active school gardens. Through these 

outdoor classrooms, WYG offers gardening and nutrition education in four program areas: 

SPROUT field trips, Green Ambassadors Program, Garden Science (School Partnership 

Program), and Family Garden Days. For more information about our programs, please see 

www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/wygprograms. 

Washington Youth Garden is a program of the Friends of the National Arboretum (FONA), a 

non-profit organization located on the grounds of the U.S. National Arboretum. FONA is a 

501(c)3 dedicated to enhancing, through private and public sector resources, support for 

educational, outreach and research programs that advance the mission of the U.S. National 

Arboretum. 

Internship Overview  

We’re looking for one or two interns to support Washington Youth Garden’s field trip program – 

SPROUT, Tuesday through Friday beginning April 3rd. Interns gain experience leading youth 

(Grades K - 12th) in hands-on multisensory activities using our environmental education 

curricula. 

Garden Education Interns will have the opportunity to build garden knowledge, learn new 

teaching and group management techniques, and work directly with youth of all ages in our 

once-acre vegetable garden within the U.S. National Arboretum. 

Responsibilities 

Interns will work a minimum of two days, Tuesday-Friday, 9am-3pm, alongside WYG staff and 

volunteers. The responsibilities include: 

 Leading students (groups of 10 max) in hands-on garden activities through our SPROUT 

program; 

 Setting up and cleaning up for each SPROUT program; 

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/
http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/wygprograms


 Assisting with garden maintenance; 

 Capturing quality photos and videos; 

 Recording and entering evaluation data;  

 Sharing program successes though WYG's blog and Facebook page, and;  

 Other duties as assigned. 

Garden Education Interns report to the Program Coordinator (Thea Klein-Mayer) and Garden 

Education Lead, but will collaborate with all program staff including the Garden Manager, 

Education Manager, and other coordinators, as well as Arboretum staff, and external partner 

staff (as needed).   

Qualifications:  

 Applicants should be working towards or have completed an undergraduate degree in a 

related field, or have comparable experience in gardening and youth education. 

 Must be able to commit to the entire spring season (April 3rd – June 8th).  

 Must be comfortable working in the garden with kids, i.e. touching worms, digging in dirt, 

being close to honey bees, smelling herbs.  

 Must be comfortable using youth education teaching techniques, i.e. music, movement, 

games, crafts, and storytelling. 

 Must be adaptable, and able to work well with others. 

 Must have great communication and organizational skills. 

 Must be able to work outdoors in various weather conditions. 

 First Aid/CPR certification and second language skills are a plus.  

Schedule & Compensation: This is a part-time seasonal internship, 2 days per week minimum 

and up to 4 days per week maximum, Tuesdays-Fridays, 9am – 3pm, April 3rd – June 8th.  

Our Garden Education Internship is a paid opportunity, interns earn $13.25/hour. Garden 

produce is available to bring home when available.  

For those seeking a longer internship, we may be able to extend your internship into the 

summer season (June 20th - August 10th). Please let us know in your application materials if you 

would be interested in continuing into the summer. 

How to Apply:   

Send a cover letter, resume, and 2-3 references to Thea Klein-Mayer at jobs@fona.org. Include 

“Spring Education Intern” the subject line. Apply by March 2nd, 2018--Interviews will be 

conducted during work hours the week of March 5-9th at the National Arboretum. Please 

consider this when applying, 
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