
Washington Youth Garden 
Garden & Education Intern 

 Tuesday-Friday, April 2 – November 8, 2019  

 
 

Internship Overview  

Washington Youth Garden seeks a creative and proactive individual with a passion for youth 
education and farming or gardening experience for a paid internship on our one-acre 
Demonstration Garden in the U.S. National Arboretum for the 2019 growing season. This is a 
paid 22 hour per week, seasonal internship. 

The Garden & Education Intern will have dual responsibilities in both garden maintenance 
(growing fruits, vegetables, herbs, and ornamental perennials) and the facilitation of our field trip 
program – SPROUT. The intern will spend the season building garden knowledge, learning new 
teaching and group management techniques, and working directly with youth of all ages in our 
once-acre vegetable garden within the U.S. National Arboretum.  

Responsibilities 

The Garden & Education Intern will work alongside staff and volunteers to: 

● Maintain the garden (weeding, bed preparation, compost management, pruning 
perennials, mulching, planting, pest control using organic methods, etc) 

● Assist with volunteer management 
● Lead students (groups of 10 max) in hands-on garden activities through our SPROUT 

program 
● Set up and cleaning up for each SPROUT program 
● Capture quality photos and videos 
● Record and entering evaluation data 
● Share program successes through WYG's blog and Facebook page  
● Positively representing WYG to visitors and program participants while working in the 

garden 
 

The Intern reports to both the Garden Coordinator and the Program Coordinator and will work 
closely with our Garden Education Leaders, the Garden Manager, Education Manager, 
volunteers, as well as Arboretum staff, and external partner staff (as needed).  

 

 



Qualifications  

● Applicants should have a passion for growing food, cooking and working with kids 
● Some previous experience in gardening/farming  
● Comfortable working with kids in a garden setting (i.e. holding worms, digging in dirt, 

being close to honey bees, smelling herbs)  
● Comfortable using youth education teaching techniques (i.e. music, movement, games, 

crafts, and storytelling) 
● Adaptable, and able to work well with others 
● Good communication and organizational skills 
● Must be able to work outdoors in various weather conditions 
● First Aid/CPR certification and second language skills are a plus 
● Able to work outdoors in various weather conditions and lift up to 30 lbs 

  

Schedule & Compensation  

This is a part-time seasonal internship at 22 hours per week. The ideal schedule is Tuesday - 
Friday, 9am – 3pm, from April 2nd - Nov 8th, 2019. While we need someone who can commit to 
22 hours per week, we can be somewhat flexible with days and times. These hours reflect a 30 
minute unpaid lunch break. 

Our Garden & Education Internship is a paid opportunity, earning $14/hour. Garden produce is 
available to bring home when available.  

Pay is subject to FICA and income taxes. As a seasonal intern, this position it is not eligible for 
health insurance benefits or retirement benefits, however, the intern will receive accrued paid 
time off and select paid holiday leave. 

For those seeking a shorter internship, we may be able to split the internship up among different 
candidates. Please let us know your necessary timeline in your application materials.* 

Brief Description of Organization 

Founded in 1971, Washington Youth Garden provides unique environmental science and 
nutrition education programming for youth and families. WYG nurtures curious minds and 
healthy bodies by connecting youth to food, the land, and each other. 

Washington Youth Garden manages a one-acre organic demonstration garden on the grounds 
of the U.S. National Arboretum (USNA), in addition to five active school gardens. Through these 
outdoor classrooms, WYG offers year-round gardening and nutrition education through four 
programs: SPROUT, Green Ambassadors Program, Garden Science (School Partnership 
Program), and Family Garden Days. For more information about our programs, please see 
www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/wygprograms. 

 

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/wygprograms


Washington Youth Garden (WYG) is a program of the Friends of the National Arboretum 
(FONA), a non-profit organization located on the grounds of the U.S. National Arboretum, 3501 
New York Avenue NE, Washington, D.C.  FONA is a 501(c)3 dedicated to enhancing, through 
private and public sector resources, support for educational, outreach and research programs 
that advance the mission of the U.S. National Arboretum. 

How to Apply 

Please send your resume, cover letter, and 2-3 references to jobs@fona.org by Monday, 
February 4th, 2019. Write “Garden & Education Intern Application” in the subject line. 
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. Start day is April 2nd, 2019.  

Applications may also be mailed but must be received by Feb 4th. 2019: 
 
Washington Youth Garden 
3501 New York Ave. NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
 
This position will be subject to a background check.  

*Candidates seeking an unpaid internship for credit or through a paid university program, please 
send an email to jobs@fona.org with “Unpaid Internship” as the subject line. Let us know your 
interests and timeframe and someone from our team will get back to you!  

 
Friends of the National Arboretum is an equal opportunity employer. We believe participation 
across a broad-spectrum of human experiences and backgrounds is necessary. We value 
different skills, identities, education levels, and generations on our team, and are committed to 
creating a just and inclusive environment for all. 

 

 

mailto:jobs@fona.org

