
Washington Youth Garden 
Garden Coordinator 

March 19th - November 9th, 2019   
 

 
 
Position Overview  
 
Washington Youth Garden seeks a creative, independent individual with leadership and farming 
experience, and a demonstrated passion for youth empowerment and education, to manage of 
our one-acre Demonstration Garden in the U.S. National Arboretum for the 2019 growing 
season. This is a full-time, seasonal position, under the direct supervision of the Garden 
Manager. 

The Garden Coordinator will plan and coordinate food production activities on our one-acre 
Demonstration Garden in the U.S. National Arboretum. The purpose of the garden is to be an 
education garden that invites youth to be active participants in all planting, weeding, harvesting, 
and eating activities, so they may grow their relationship with food and the natural world. This 
position’s primary focus is managing our food operation. Secondary responsibilities are leading 
volunteers and interns in garden maintenance projects, and working directly with youth by 
leading our SPROUT field trip program. The position requires 40 hours per week, 
Tuesday-Saturday, March 19th through November 2nd. 

The Garden Coordinator must be comfortable working with diverse populations and youth of all 
ages, and also comfortable working alone. In addition, the Garden Coordinator must possess 
excellent communication and interpersonal skills and be vocal advocate for WYG to visitors and 
stakeholders in the community. 

Responsibilities 

● Coordinate and implement organic fruit and vegetable production activities at the 
Demonstration Garden; seeding, transplanting, weeding, mulching beds and paths, 
pruning, harvesting, watering, fertilizing, amending and cultivating the soil. Also included 
is an orchard, perennial ornamental border, beehives, and butterfly garden. 

● Lead interns and volunteers (individuals and groups) in garden maintenance tasks and 
maintain email correspondence and volunteer data tracking. 

● Assist Education Team in facilitating our education programs, SPROUT and Green 
Ambassadors.  

● Coordinate with the Garden Manager and stakeholders on compost maintenance, 
produce storage, irrigation, building projects, and the creation of special youth themed 
gardens and art projects. 



 
● Work with the Garden Manager to track and distribute produce grown in the Demo 

Garden among program participants, hunger relief organizations, and special events. 
● Coordinate with staff to support Saturday Family Garden Day programs. 
● Assist WYG staff with outreach and fundraising/friend-raising events, such as the annual 

Strolling Supper and Garlic Planting Party. 
● Support WYG media and communications efforts by sharing stories and images with the 

Garden Manager and Communications and Events Manager. 
 

Garden Coordinators report to the Garden Manager but will collaborate with all program staff 
including the Program Coordinator, Program Manager, and Lead Garden Educators, as well as 
Arboretum staff, and external partner staff (as needed).  

Qualifications  

● Applicants should have a passion for growing food, cooking and working with kids. 
● 2 seasons farming/gardening experience required 
● Experience in volunteer management, carpentry, and power tools a plus 
● Experience working with youth  
● Must be able to work collaboratively with a team and remain flexible to scheduling 

changes 
● Positive, energetic, and focus working independently and with groups 
● Demonstrated ability to creatively solve problems and take initiative with little direction 
● Ability to communicate well with various stakeholders (youth, parents, USNA and FONA 

staff, volunteers, and general public) 
● Must be comfortable working with diverse populations 
● Driver’s license 
● Criminal background check will be required.  
● Must be capable of physical work in various weather conditions, able to lift 50 lbs. 
● First Aid/CPR certification and bilingual skills are a plus  

 
Schedule & Compensation  

Pay: $17/hr - Salary is subject to FICA and income taxes. Reimbursement for program-related 
travel at the standard federal mileage rate. Federal holidays and accrued paid time off. 
Seasonal positions are not eligible for health insurance benefits or retirement benefits. 

Work Schedule: The position requires 40 hours per week, Tuesday-Saturday, March 19th 
through November 9th,  2019, 8:00am-4:30pm (includes a 30 min unpaid lunch break). 

 

 

 



Brief Description of Organization 

Founded in 1971, Washington Youth Garden provides unique environmental science and 
nutrition education programming for youth and families. WYG nurtures curious minds and 
healthy bodies by connecting youth to food, the land, and each other. 

Washington Youth Garden manages a one-acre organic demonstration garden on the grounds 
of the U.S. National Arboretum (USNA), in addition to five active school gardens. Through these 
outdoor classrooms, WYG offers year-round gardening and nutrition education through four 
programs: SPROUT, Green Ambassadors Program, Garden Science (School Partnership 
Program), and Family Garden Days. For more information about our programs, please see 
www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/wygprograms. 

Washington Youth Garden (WYG) is a program of the Friends of the National Arboretum 
(FONA), a non-profit organization located on the grounds of the U.S. National Arboretum, 3501 
New York Avenue NE, Washington, D.C.  FONA is a 501(c)3 dedicated to enhancing, through 
private and public sector resources, support for educational, outreach and research programs 
that advance the mission of the U.S. National Arboretum. 

How to Apply  

Please send your resume, cover letter, and 2-3 references to Jake Dacks at jobs@fona.org by 
Monday February 4th, 2019. Write “Garden Coordinator Application” in the subject line. 

Applications may also be mailed but must be received by Feb 4th, 2019: 
 
Jake Dacks 
RE - Washington Youth Garden 
3501 New York Ave. NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
 
This position will be subject to a background check. 

Friends of the National Arboretum is an equal opportunity employer. We believe participation 
across a broad-spectrum of human experiences and backgrounds is necessary. We value 
different skills, identities, education levels, and generations on our team, and are committed to 
creating a just and inclusive environment for all. 

 

 

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/wygprograms

