
Position: Garden and Volunteer Specialist 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
Organization Description 
This is a part-time seasonal position with Washington Youth Garden (WYG) at the U.S. National 
Arboretum.  Washington Youth Garden (WYG) is a program of the Friends of the National 
Arboretum (FONA), a non-profit organization located on the grounds of the U.S. National 
Arboretum, 3501 New York Avenue NE, Washington, D.C.  FONA is a 501(c)3 dedicated to 
enhancing, through private and public sector resources, support for educational, outreach and 
research programs that advance the mission of the U.S. National Arboretum. 
Founded in 1971, Washington Youth Garden provides unique year-round environmental 
science and nutrition education programming for youth and families. We use the garden cycle 
as a tool to enrich science learning, inspire environmental stewardship and cultivate healthy 
food choices in youth and families. 
 
Washington Youth Garden manages a one-acre organic demonstration garden on the grounds 
of the U.S. National Arboretum (USNA), in addition to six active school gardens. Through these 
outdoor classrooms, WYG offers year-round gardening and nutrition education through three 
programs: SPROUT, Green Ambassadors Program and Garden Science (School Garden 
Program). For more information about our programs, please see washingtonyouthgarden.org. 
 
Responsibilities 
The Garden Assistant is expected to have a strong foundation in small scale organic farming and 
is responsible for assisting the Garden Manager with the general operation and maintenance of 
the vegetable, herb, fruit, and ornamental gardens. Work includes, but is not limited to, the 
following:  

 seeding, planting, weeding, mulching beds and paths, pruning, harvesting, watering, 
fertilizing, amending and cultivating the soil, composting, pest management, cover 
cropping, and removing dead plants and debris at the demonstration garden and the 
school gardens. 

 keeping records, weighing produce, and delivering produce donations   

 working closely with garden volunteers: leading Saturday volunteer days, thoroughly 
demonstrating work, distributing tasks, and being an overall welcoming and 
encouraging presence in the garden 

 assisting with educational field trips in the garden and all special events 

 being an advocate for The Washington Youth Garden! 
The Garden Assistant works closely with all WYG staff, volunteers, and youth and adult program 
participants. 
 
Qualifications  

 Must have at least 1 year experience growing fruit and vegetables in a farm or garden. A 
knowledge and interest in vegetable gardening and food, ability to work well with 
children, good communication skills, creativity, willingness and enthusiasm to learn and 

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org/


help children and adults master basic gardening skills are expected.  Ability to work 
independently in garden, make informed decisions, and work quickly and carefully is 
also expected.  Valid driver’s license required. Must be able to work outdoors in various 
weather conditions and lift 50 lbs. Musical, theatrical, and arts and crafts experience is 
helpful.  First Aid/CPR certification and fluency in a second language are plusses.  
Knowledge of honey bees and power tools preferred.   

 
Time Commitment 
March 29- October 28, 25 hours per week, Wednesday through Saturday. Typical schedule is 
Wednesday-Friday (8:30am-3:30pm), Saturday (8:30am-2:30pm). These hours reflect a 30 
minute unpaid lunch. Special events may occur outside of regular hours. 
 
Compensation 
Hourly compensation is $15/hr. Compensation includes paid time off, accrued at the rate of 
6.16 hrs/80 hours, and paid federal holidays when they occur on scheduled work days. 
Program-related travel compensated at $.535/mile. 
 
How to Apply 
 Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. Deadline for submission is February 20th, 2017. 
Please send a cover letter, resume and references to jdacks@washingtonyouthgarden.org . 

mailto:jdacks@washingtonyouthgarden.org

